Animal models of allergic asthma.
We are fortunate to have many species of animals that can serve as adequate models for allergic disease in humans. This review is focused mostly on models of allergic airway disease, and some major categories of animals used for asthma research are discussed, including rodents and nonhuman primates. Furthermore, evidence that supports and criticizes the use of animal models of asthma is provided. There is no animal model that exactly reproduces the pathology of human asthma. However, these models are necessary for the development of novel therapies and an understanding of the detailed pathogenesis of the response of mammals to respirable allergens.